
 
Programme of talks for 2025 

 

 

15 January Lesley McGuinn - History of Teignmouth Port 

Lesley will talk to us on the dangers of working in 
Teignmouth docks from its early days to the present time. 

 

 

19 March  Todd Gray: Exeter's lost buildings in the 1800's 

  Exeter’s lost buildings – the 1800’s. 

This talk, by one of our most interesting and experienced of 

speakers, looks at the loss of some of Exeter’s buildings during 

the 1800’s. This was due to fire, commercial development and 

historic views of ‘improvement’. Did you know that the 

Guildhall had come close to demolition at one point? This will 

be a must-be-there evening. 

 

21 May Simon Dell: Conscientious Objectors 

This talk will cover the life of conscientious objectors during 

World War One when they were housed in Dartmoor prison. 

 

 

16 July  Heathcoat Mill factory & museum guided tour 

An afternoon visit to Tiverton Museum with a guided walk 

around West Exe and the centre of Tiverton. The walk explores 

how John Heathcoat and his descendants shaped the town with 

him bringing to Tiverton the Heathcoat lace Factory in the 

1800’s. The Museum covers an amazing amount of history, with 

artefacts on brewing, local shops, farming and the Grand 

Western canal.  It has an interesting transport gallery with a 

GWR steam engine. 

 

17 September  Amyas Crump: Snippets of the South Devon Railway 

Local rail historian and author, Amyas Crump, will give an 

illustrated talk on the South Devon Railway, who’s 

responsibilities included Brunel’s short lived Atmospheric 

Railway, which ran from Exeter and past Kenton. 

 

 

19 November  Phillip Badcott: The March of William Orange through 

Devon in 1688 

Author and historian Phillip Badott will tell the exciting story of 

William of Orange’s march through Devon. Starting with 

William sailing from the Netherlands, landing in Brixham 

November 1688 and finally crowned in London as William III. 

 

10 December   Xmas Social – featuring local celebrity speaker   

 
Unless shown otherwise, all talks held at Kenton Victory Hall – doors 19:00 talk start 19:30. 


